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GRATITUDE

by Beth Godbee




IN GRATITUDE

How do I thank the trees who protected?
Those who fell between bedroom and car
Those who didn’t crush the house

Those whose roots held strong

Those whose didn’t

Those who remain and those who’ve fallen

How do I thank the people who provided?
Those who responded first, after, and later
Those who brought food and drink
Those who cut trees and cleared roads
Those who said “I’m here” and “here!”

Those who showed up and those who couldn’t

How do I thank the organizers?
the communicators?

the caregivers?

the engineers?

the artists?

the arborists?

the educators?

the cooks?

the healers?

the responders?

the recipients?

the neighbors near and far?

I bow down,

body low,

humbled to the core,

and repeat:

thank you, thank you, thank you-
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I pour out grief,
shaking and wailing, .
and then find myself laughing, of all things.

‘ HERE, THERE? WHERE
DO I PUT MY ENERGY?

As life unfolds beyond my knowing,

As I happily unlearn the distance between us,

As I change into what I hope will be a more resourced,
showing-up self,

I touch the earth with ever-deepening fortitude.

In gratitude.

I learn more how to receive with grace.

I text and call,
seeking connection and saying again:

thank you.

Both/and guides me

So I put energy

Both here and there

Blocking all that destroys life
Crying out to end genocide
Building all that creates justice
Crying out to end genocide
Being present to all before me
Crying out to end genocide
Crying out to end genocide
Crying out to end

Crying out

Crying

Both/and creates space

So I breathe through it all
Creating out to end genocide
And repeatedly writing

Try, try again.
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Photo taken mid-day on Friday, September 27,
when first venturing outside after the storm.

L dd g

1y i

LN

”'Mu’{m iy
x ‘\

Ry«




FROM THE

HOLLER
TO THE SEA

From the Holler to the Seq

An Anthology of Words & Images by Survivors of Hurricane Helene

Copyright © 2025 by Rednecks Rising Media

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be re-
produced in any form without written permission from
the publisher, with the exception of brief quotations in a

book review.

Created in partnership with Dandelion Scribes.
) An Anthology of Words & Images

Book design & layout by Cheyanne Leonardo.
Edited by Cheyanne Leonardo & Chelsea White-Hoglen. by Survivors of Hurricane Helene

Cover photograph “No Politics” by Remy Cox,
edited by Kayleigh Dugger.

For more information, please visit:

rednechsrising.com / dandelionscribes.com iy
, Rednecks Rising

or contact the publisher by email:
rednecksrising@proton.me

ISBN: g79-8-218-7601474




ﬁﬂzﬂzék o Contents”

FOREWORD

CHAPTERS:

1. Haunted Mountains by Iris Delong

1. 4 Grave in Her Wake by Elisabeth Cox

ut. [n These Ruins by Callen Clark

1v. Inner Lands by Kate Wargo

v. Symbiotic Biotite by Kayleigh Dugger
V1. Pine Sap: Tears of Helene by Jon-Delia Freeman
viL. Trickles €& Chasms by Bri Snyder

vii. In the Aftermath by Bones

1x. Grief Takes Our Hand by Tamara L. Hanna

x. 8till Around by maybe
x1. Underwater by Zachary Harris

x1L. Lost Futures by Michael Rainwater.
xuiL. Dust in the Air by Caitlin B

x1v. In Gratitude by Beth Godbee

xv. By the River by Ellie Varn
XVL. There Was a Flood by Lily James

XVIL 710 Survive a Hurvicane by Sara Watson

XVIIL. Shadows of That Place by Tony Kelly.
X1x. January Riverwalk by Nitara Kittles
xx. Song of the Flood by Milo Mawile

XXL. The Rain Returned by SK Wilde

XXIL Stlence After Landfall by Joshua Walker

Vil - Rednecks Rising

xxtit. Porch Crawdads by Ellen Willmann
xx1v. Alive or Dead by Kiah Dale
xxv. We Are Mud by Ariadne Alexis Macquarie
xxv1. But W'hy Today by Jed Leonard
xxviL. The Gzrl with the Pins by Fred Dinsmore
xxviIL. 4 Sign of Life by Chlo
xxix: I Dust Off My Losses by Alice Beecher.
xxx: 7o the Mountains by Arch Cowan Jones

xxx1. Towards Community by Kasey Valentine

xxxi1. Gez Free by chelsea wh
A COLLECTION OF PUBLIC UPDATES
AND PERSONAL THOUGHTS SHARED
IN THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF
HELENE

WORDS FROM WHALEN:
In Memory of Monica Ann Dorning...........c.ocooooiiie. 265

AFTERWORD
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

INDEX OF TITLES & FIRST LINES
IMAGE NOTES

PUBLICATION NOTES

ABOUT THE EDITORS

o L O

From the Holler to the Sea - 1X




